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[57] ABSTRACT

A remote unit contains function circuits to be con-
trolled in response to control data from a central loca-
tion and function circuits to generate information for
transfer to the central location. The control data is
transferred between the remote unit and the central
location as frequency-shift-keyed signals. In the remote
unit, a programmed microcomputer contains three
blocks of instructions for enabling the microcomputer
to perform background operations, to respond to the
initial receipt of a message, and to thereafter transmit
and decode the message. Further, in response to the
decoding block of instructions, that are provided on a
fixed time basis, the microcomputer is able to transmit
frequency-shift-keyed signals without the need for a
separate frequency-shift-keyed transmitter.
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